University of Arizona, SIRLS. 

Seminar: National Information Policy & Cultural Perspectives

Spring 2006

Elizabeth Martinez, Adjunct Faculty

 emfuture@hotmail.com
COURSE OUTLINE

This course will examine library information policy issues from cultural perspectives, an increasing interest as the nation becomes more diverse with immigrants from around the world, and indigenous groups gain influence.  For example, the library profession supports the principle of intellectual freedom and open access to information, a policy that is not common in many cultures around the world.  The library principles of access to information and intellectual property rights are often in conflict with many indigenous people. 

Course Objectives

Students will:

· Acquire a basic understanding of current national information policies, and cultural perspectives – particularly Hispanic and Native American.

· Become knowledgeable about the players, stakeholders, voices, and resources.

· Discuss the importance of current national information policies to local libraries and librarians.

Topics to be Discussed
1.  Leadership & Information Policy:  Who are the players? The issues?  How is policy determined and by whom?  What is at stake?  What are some of the cultural perspectives?  

2.  The Public Interest:  User rights. Virtual communities.  Increasingly diverse cultural communities.  Netizens?  Who is the public?  How do we manage competing public interests?  The US Patriot Act.  Google’s impact. How are cultural perspectives voiced?

3.  The Internet & WIRED Voices:  Local and national politics. Trends & Cultural Voices.  Where are the cultural perspectives?  

4. The Economy of Information & Ethical Issues:  What is the price of information?  How does “society” determine the value of information?  Are cultural perspectives included in “society?”  What is equitable access?  What are the consequences of cultural perspectives on information policies?

Required Resources

ALAWON, Washington Office, American Library Association (ALA)

COYLES INFORMATION HIGHWAY HANDBOOK; A Practical File on the New Information Order, American Library Association, 2001.  This is good background on librarians and current national information policy.  See:

American Indian Cultural & Research Journal (UCLA)

Ethnic Caucuses of the ALA

First Monday, www.firstmonday.org
Office of Information Technology Policy (OITP), ALA.

WIRED magazine; see December 2005 through spring 2006.    

Race: The power of an illusion. (PBS video series to be shown)   

Assignment 1 (35 points)

Select and research one of the following policy groups. Identify the players, stakeholders, priority issues, funding sources, Board members, identify and discuss the cultural perspectives, and any common ground with librarians.  Present the research and findings to the class.

1. American Indian Research & Policy Institute

2. National Congress of American Indians

3. Center for Internet & the Public Interest

4. Center for Democracy & Technology

5. The Tomas Rivera Policy Institute

6. Latino Issues Forum

7. The Long Now Foundation

8. The Electronic Frontier Foundation

9. Oyate

10. Children’s Defense Fund

Assignment 2 (50 points)

Select and research a current information policy from a specific cultural perspective.  Suggested topics include (1) intellectual freedom and social responsibility, (2) copyright and fair use, (3) the Internet and cultural voices, (4) intellectual property, (5) access to information, (6) US Patriot Act, and (7) Google & libraries .

Include the following:

· History of the policy as a professional issue, the players, and stakeholders, and why it is important to the profession, and cultural communities;

· Identify at least one cultural perspective and how it is considered;

· Interview 2 librarians for their professional opinions on the topic

Present the research and findings to the class.   

· Discussion of the issue, players, and positions;

· Interviews with 2 librarians to seek their professional opinions;

· Identify the cultural issues, and recommend how librarians can address them.

· Your opinion on the issue based on your research, interviews and experience;

Attendance & Participation (15 points)

Attendance is critical. Participation includes commentary, observations, insights that contribute to the understanding of the subject.

Grades

A = 90+ points. Assignment research and presentation demonstrate superior knowledge and understanding of the issues; demonstrated knowledge of resources through active participation in discussions - expressed opinions, questions and comments.

B = 80-89 points. Assignment research and presentation demonstrate good knowledge and understanding of the issues; some knowledge of resources indicated through participation in discussions.

C = 70-79 points. Assignment research and presentation demonstrate superficial coverage of issues; limited knowledge of resources with limited participation in discussions.

